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© perceive for what end they. 
are, in the following Tredtiſe, en- 
tertam'd with the Opimons and- 


Practices of. ſome Men, uo labour, 


or rather toil, in this Enqiary, af- 

ter that namer, without ay" pe 
ceſs. 

It was done for no other Wen er 

but to ſet in our view; in the moſt 
ſtrong and lively: manner, as a 
a8 to euplode, ſuch frivolous and fi- 
reigu Attempts; uherein Men are 
vainly fpeuding their Dime and 


A beatmg themſelves, and 
A T7 .-'. 
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ii The{Preface. 
loo often others, with Proceſſes and 
aul ward N otions, which are as re- 
mote from Truth, Nature, and ihe 
Intentions of. the Philoſophers, {as 
one Pole is from the other.. 


Such Men are e ly de ſcribed 
n a Aan Words, ” VL 


| They Joullly believe every 
Concluſion, 

Be it never 0 falſe an lu 

If it in Book written they may 
it find, 


They ween it true, they were 
W lewd of Mind. 88 


Tire were oli Ie in WY 1 
as we find by the Philoſ. bers Books. 
Three Notable Ones / fides many 
others N Norton mentions, via. 


Tant, 


Tim nfl | Blige and Holton.in the 


Ever 1 could p pra zeile 
with the beſt; 


And yet this Science they never 
found, 


For they len not, the Matters : 


nor the Ground: 


But rambled forth, and ever- 


more they ſought, 


They ſpent their Life and their 


Goods to nought, 


Among their Receipts which 
. had m 


Ii no dr Men live auc 


die in Error ( wor k or not. vori) ef ; 
they neither underſtund the Matters 


nor the Ground of this Art. I hey 
ma boa ſt, with thoſe Three em- 

nent Enquirers,, that they can pra 
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Tv The Preface. 
ctiſe with the beſt, that ic . 
ſuch fooliſh Proceſſes, to which Na- 
ture is an utter Stranger, bow art- 
fully ſoever they may be contrivd 
or perform d. Nor am I about to 
deny, but that ſome of them may 
require more Sill and Cunning in 
Manual Operation, than the Hlixir 
rt ſelf. But as they have no Len- 
dency to it, ſa they are deſervedly 
of no account in this Art, of what- 
ever Value they may be in others. 
As use ſee the ſeveral Artificers 
in Metals make Wonderful and ve- 
ry Uſeful I hings out of them; but 


| what Aﬀonity have their Works 
} with the Operations of Nature m 
the Production of them® + 
So the Skill of the Dyer, in 
firiking the many curious Colours, by 
his Art, with the Materials afford- 


£4 


8 Pref (©! AS 4 bh V 
FT 5 A £% 1 l 


ed by Nature, has no relation 10 the 
producing of thoſe Concretes... 
Juli ſo it is with' theſe 1 2 
wark-out., with great Ingenuity, 
Luarious Taventions. by V ugar-Chy- 
Js — 75 wherely, tis true, 
range Appearances are pro- 
pf my par 55 6, for ſome 2 
poſes. uſeful Preparations, but af 
no manner of Kin to the ſeexct, Ari 
of Hermes. 
ur Secret and V. Ager Chymiſtr 
are as. different as a Gardener ts 
from a Painter. I he latter being 
altogether buſted in his curious art 
and manual Skill tu make at beſt 
but the Appearances or Shadows of 
things: I he other only waits upon 
and its Nature in her various 
Productions of the real things them- 
| ms muluphung the diverſity . 


Pe Ct ctey, 


. 


G 10 Priface) 


Species, he handleth, hy ber ii au 

Stall on in vain are FE: Attempts. 
The Ds Diſtine tion between the Sub 

er wy, Invention, which Art ts 


/ 


rapable of, and. the Plain Wway 4 


Na ature” S proceeding in the Pro- 
duct ton of T lungs, ſeems to have 
been the whole drift of Sendivo- 
gius in bis Writings. . hereby, 
he thought, he ſhould be more ſer- 
viceable to the Studraus, than by 


perplexing their Studies with Pro- 


ceſſes, or fs crafty Defeons of other 
Philoſophers. And pithily tells us 

what Men were prone to in be 
time, and the Con equence of it, 
VIZ. "cc Men bend their Wits not 
% things known and familiar, 
&« but to ſuch things which not at 
* all, or very hardly, can be done. 
I/, be it happens that 25 


te are 


The: Preface, . j 
| © are more dextrous, in deviſing. cu il 
© rious Subtiltie s, end; ſuch which i 
Cade? Piloſophers never thought of, 1 
than to attain to the true Proceſs | 
0 of Nature, and the raght Mean- 
6; ing of Philoſophers. te 
St bis Art u5 corver ſent 4 
the perfecting Metals m Nature's 
own way ; and indeed promoting her. 
farther than ſhe can of her 5 at- 
tain; and when this is done, as is 
ſaid, in her own way, ſbe 4s always 
at hand to aſſſt. Man has not bung 
to do in each Kingdom, but to re- 
move Impediments, bring Aent and 
Patient together, and. prevent the 
Accidents, each Kingdom, is. inci- 
dent to, and Nature will do the 
reſt. Nature s Way neceſſarily in- 
cludes Nature's Pace and Time. 
Ne, we ſee, Nature — 
AD leiſurely 


tary, ond 9 per ceptible de-- 


grees, in every Generation, even 
in 25 which are ſooneſt brought 
#0 Perfection; how much more in 
thoſe which are of longefF Durd- 
tion, as Stones and Metals. How 
then'muſt it fare with the Precipi- 
tate and Haſty, who propoſe a moſt 
expeditions . 2 oduction of the moſt 
perfect of them? When, 7555 they 
are Fond enough from knowing bow to 
make any one inferior Gradation; as 
Mercury into Saturn, Saturn into 
Jupiter, and Jupiter into Luna: 
Muchleſs, jay, Venus and Mars, 
or an of them, into Bol. 
beſe thing s Philolophers af. 
fs not tn to 4 doable, even ut h 
out the Trauſnmting Elixir; but to 
be the very Foundation of the Art o 4 


Tranfinutation: . Concerni "1 which 


The Preface. 


i, 0 that all claim t them- 
« Ae, aue Mletter, from vhich 
3 all come, .and to which all urn; 


6 ond that all die ait ene 0 
« Itreurial Matter, accor ding te 


1 OO of : Dilip 25 f 34. 
| m one, inta anat. | 
155 = lene, ſueceſpucly 
vel through al? Which = 
« ment, as being” true. in it ſdf, 
4% alſo it mill remain 4 f 
«and muidable Foundetion to this 

| ce Art. 
Theſe. things beg gin in 


vain dcs any 
upon him the W 11 of.4 
* x the ſame Art, they can 
| 


"7 himſelf ſtoop to every one 
of 1 "ce 4 emperfec States 5 aud tra- 


uelling 


= — 1 
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Ant, take. 
Philalephers 


£ 
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„ Phe Prefadce 
. velling 2 them all, arrive a- 
gain at his er fection. * Suth Ope- 
ratibus us theſe are deſervedly. 3 
led Philoſophical and Natural: 
But O ! hom far diſtant are theſe 
from the Wark af Co amen, Chy- 
miſts? dg ws ny ee 5 
ol berefore, to weak if wi 
115 tonorant "of the. leaſt of. thefe 
Mottations\ or \ Gradations , -and 
cannot ſet our Foot bn the! low- 
efÞ\ Step" of the Ladder, with 
what Confulence can any one 1 
wn * 2 ut the" 1 
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- ſhort Enquiry, I heard, as 
it were, many Voices haſtily. 
crying, Hold, Inveſtigator, do 


not leave us yet! All chou haſt 


hitherto ſaid will ſignifie no- 
thing to us, unleſs ſome fur- 
ther Explanation be made; for 
our Doubts are as * and 
as. ſtroug as before. 
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2 A ort Enquiry into 
Irveſt. How, Gentleinen! 1 
am ſorry for that; I was in 
hopes that this candid Recapi- 
fulation (for ſo it is) of the 
Doctrine of the Philoſophers, 
would either have made you 
altogether decline this Search, 
or elſe to have proceeded more 
regularly in it. But as your 
Numbers are great, tis too dif- 
ficult a Task for me to ſuit my 
Diſcourſe to every ane of your 
Capacities and Notions. There- 
fore it may be more proper to 
hear your ſeveral Wants and 
Com plaints 3 which ha ppily 
you may ſupply and redreſs out 
of the Magazine of your own 
Cogitations and Experiments. 
For altho every one of you 
want the Knowledge of ſome 
55 9 One 
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"the Hamierick Art, 2 
one thing, yet your Wants not 
being alike, who knows, I ſay 
but every one may be p ply a 
»y each others Labours and 
„„ 
And for the better Diſpatch 
and more orderly Proceeding; 
let as many as are of one Mu 5 
appoint one to ſpeak for them, 
under their ſeveral Claſſis, be- 
ginning with the firſt Letter of 
the Alphabet, and ſo on to the 
laſt; and if there are not Let - 
ters enough, begin with the 
Numerical Numbers, Which 
probably may hold out ; Let 
AS... ou fm 2 
A. For my part, and thoſe 
] repreſent, I can now tell you, 
that after much Study, and a 
Multitude of Erroneous Expe- 
wh 2 riments, 


— 
n 


N 


| 4 2 query —_ 
| -fiments, aur Theory is ſettled . 
.to our Satisfaction. This 1 take 
to be a great Point gained; eſ- 
pecially to find it ſo well Found- 
ed, and ſo authentickly Con- 
firmed, by ſome of the Authors. 
We find,” 'ris by the Air, and 
Heavenly Influences attending 
it, that all things are inlivened 
and ſubfiſt. This! 18 excellently 
hinted by Sendivo. viz. © There 
«js in the Air a ſecret Food of 
“Life, which in the Night we 
« call Dew, and 1n the Day Ra- 
cc refed 77 "ater, whoſe inviſible 
Congealed Spirit is better 
Ethan all the Zarth. 4 
We muſt therefore find out a 
Subject, in which this Inviſible 
HPfpitit is corporified. Now we 
1 think, that the fame Author has 
[ 3 Lg > . as | 


; 4 
* * 

by 3 1 * 

3 C , FO 
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1 the Hema r. _ 
as candid! Named that, viz 
«O our. ic and wondeifu 
« Sali⸗Petre! This is plain Do+ 
tine, and admits of no "dit; 
pute. Nor is it a Wonder that 
ſo many have erred working "off 
May-Dew, ain-W. ater, c. be- 
fore this Spirit i 1S congealed into 
this wonderful Body 1 Und by = 
 which'ris brought, otic 89891 
agulation, nearer a Mineral Na- 
ture, as you may obſerve in its 


— — * — — 5 9, Fl 8 YO * = p 
rr 8 = SDS K EVE om > = mee 
=_—= — " - —— — 3 1 pa o — - . is % apron nl 5 — —— * — 4 * 
- 2 . 1 — — ——— —— — — — 2 . 3 —— 2 
— — — — IE * _ — - Sha 5 x . — . = — 1 
— — Urea — ns 2 — — Das. —— — l < 1 . 22 3 — 
* = 2 — P 0 : — # p = Pts - wh -——_— — > "CITI, — 1 — . = = «4 


Fuſion; 1ts parts are fo unifortn; | 
that it defends the Spirit in the 1 
Fire; for unleſs the Body bedi-- | 
vitled by a Bole, or takes Fire, 4 
the Spirit flys not. Nor can we | 
| doubt, but this has Relation to 

what the ſame Author has ſaid; {| 


vis. Take that which is, but 
; des not appear till risthe Ar: 
1 B 3 « * tificer's | 


> 
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—— — — ———— . IOEE 2 
— —— —_— 2 = — — "I 8 7 —— Tax 


6 AA fbort Euquiry into 
e tzficer's pleaſure. That is, The 
Univerſal Spirit is in this Sub- 
beet, but appears not till the Ar- 
tihcer makes it appear by Diſtil- 
lation, and which we Vas is 
then a Powerful Diſſolvent. 
Now the only difficulty that 
remains te us, is how to do 
this, ſo as to deſtroy its Cor ro- 
| five and preferve its Diſſolving 
4 atur e, that it might act upon 
the Bodies without Corroſon; 
that is, in is on Words, Diſ- 
« ſplye.Sol as ſweetly as Ice dil. 
ec folves in warm Water. All 
the reſt is ſo cafy, that one could 
ſcarce mils if one would. 
Z. There is a certain matter, 
which was ereated by God, and 
is common to all, and likewiſe 
to be had without coſt at leaſt 


very 


the Hon 1255 7 


very little; but this ĩs not equial- 
ly good, ſome being abundant- 
ly more filled with the Univer- 
ſal Spirit than other; this being 
| handled according to Art „yields 
a Liquor {befides the Flegm) | 
which ſome call Mercurius Du- 
| plicatus, becauſe it contains the 
White and the Red Mercury, and 
which may eaſily be ſeperated ; : 
theſe are not Corrofive, but very 
Friendly to all Bodies, even Ve 
cetable and Animal, and which 
will not act upon Metalsin their 
Corporeal Forms, ſo well as it 
will on their Salts; according to 
Tſaac Holland. 
omitted to tell you two No- 
table Signs, . mentioned by moſt 
Philoſophers, which1s, that in its 
Diſtillation, a white F ume with 
en , . Stink- 


> hand Big ry ino 

a Stinking Smell are known. 
Now. in the-Caput. Mort. or 
Earth that remains, (which-you 
know is often talked of too) 
there is a precious Salt ; this 
muſt carefully, according, to 
Art, be extracted with its own 
Flegm, and made very. pure, 
and which will ſucceed the bet- 
ter, if the Flegm be firſt recti- 
bed. Theſe things accord ex- 
0 with the Philoſopher, 


The true Elixir if thou. wilt 


make, 


Eurtb out of. Earth look that * 
take. 


-.* MAW, |: 
Taxe Renth 4 Burt, Earths 
„ 
And Water of Barth, WY 25 ne 
ther. " Another 


* 
» Ae 
—_— aches — 
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FO alſo. ſaith, =Y 


Farth out of Earth, and Cle 


pure, 


By Earth of himſelf 5 bs Na- | 


„ 


This we think is as * as 


words can make it, and which 
ſufficiently ſatisfies us, not only 


of the Matter, but Operation, 


And then theſe three Principles 
are again to be intimately uni- 


ted and fixed; which, this Au- 
thor ſays, will quickly be done, 


Then into Pagan ſhe muſt be 
do, 
And FI the Pains that log 


. thereto, 


Til be be brighter then the 


Sun, 


Fur then thou haſt the q laſter 
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* 
N 72 — A 
n — — — — 


- 
5 — "ang 3 Ro OS os fl : 
3 re 8 5 — — . — n — a : — ny N * * — 
p —- _ & 8 = 2 2 — 2 = — * 8 > 2 = . p 
— 5 - — Sz ad — . — —̃ͤ— n — ” — > — + ir 11 82 _ — — — — . — 
. ——— — — — — "I" a> . . F 2 — | G — - 8 
1 22 r x — 2 — nk — — — —ñä—ẽ— — —— 18 . — 2 — 3 < — 1 8 
4 — 1 * 5 . . puts r * 2 
: 2 * D * — = _ + - — — - 


10 Aber! try 3 | 

And that fall le within 2 
bree, 0 

The which \ſrſunh 15 grew fer. 


This we - mai own, as be 
ſays, 7s very flrauge, and what 
have not yet been able to ef- 
fect, no, not in three Months, 
eſpecially - to that Fixity and 
Weight, which they all talk 
of, and this Author n 
VR. { 

Heavy « as i Metal ſball it Yu 
In ke is hid great privity.. 
Now the only thing we are at 
a loſs in, is, whether it does 
not require. a Calc of Gold. to 
be added before Putrifaction, in 
order to determine it to Metals. 
For Noble Sendivo has poſitivel 

3 that if we had the fi 
i Matter, 


nw 


the Land At f 

_ pofhble-to multiply the Central 

Salt; without Geld; which 

ought to. be taken good No- 
— 

C. A. Gentleman, of my Ac - 
quaintance, aſſures me, that a 
I Friend of his told him, he had 
| ſucceeded to the White, tho” as 

yet but of ſmall Virtue, not a- 
Ei bove one upon twenty; but he 
is going on to carry it higher: 
*twas a Proceſs upon Vitriol. 
Ale firſt diſſolv'd it in diſtilld 
Vinegar, and made fair Chry- 
ſtals; which Work he repeated 
ſo often, till it yielded no foul 
Sulphur, and then became ex 
quiſitely fine; then with a cer- 
tain Menſtruum (which his 
Friend had not yet told him, 
Ani 50 and 


12 A ort Enquiry into 
and in which the greateſt Secret 
lay) he putrified in the Cold, 
and afterwards with a proper 
Bole diſtilled it. 

Firſt, There came a Flegm, 
and when the white Fumes be- 
gan to come, he changed the Re- 
ceiver, which was very elean 
and dry, and ſtrongly luted it; 


theſe Fumes continued about two 


Days and Nights, and afforded 
much delight, by their Rowl- 
ings in the Receiver; when they 
ceaſed, the Fire was urged to 


the higheſt degree, for Four and 


Twenty Hours, which brought 
over a ſmall quantity of Red 
Oil, and from the Caput. Mart. 
(after an open Calcination) was 
extracted a pure fixed Salt, with 


diſtilled May-Dew. He then, 


according 


\] 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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according to Art, ſeperated the 
| White from the Red Oyl, which 


was very ponderous and fiery. 
The Salt was put into an Egg, 
and imbibed with the white OI 


(the proportion not told him) 


which he putriſied, whitened and 


fixed, and then fexmentid with a 
| Calx of Lama, and ſo projected. 


And for the. Red, it was to 


b with the Red.Oy l. 
and fermented with Sol. - 


Now the only thing a 1 


want, is the Knowledge of the 
Menſtrum, which will putrifie 
-the Chriſtals in the Cold, and of 


which ound be glad to be in- 


farm d. 


D. A very n Friend | 


of mine, who has been hard up- 


on this Study for many Years, 
has 
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Th ÞA foort Enqury into 
has now fo contrived a Furnace, . 
as will give all the degrees of 
Heat imaginable at the ſame 
time. He ſays, There is no 
Subject in the World, but he 
could work in it. The Apart- 
ments are ſo numerous, and ſo 
admirably contrived, that it 
would puzzle even a Philoſo- 
pher to find out their ſeveral 
Uſes. I own, every time I fee 
it, I cannot but ſtand amazed 
at the Contrivance. | 
Buy the help of this Furnace, 
he propoſes to try moreExperi 
ways he could do in Ten. It is 
not to be thought, the Errors 
he has already diſcovered in 
Practice, and goes on with great 
exactneſs daily to diſcover mare. 
1 * It 
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If he holds on, he may come up 
to the Number of Ripleys, Try 
vijon, or any of them all; and 
conſequently cannot be long ere 
he overtakes them in Truth; 
for when all the Errors are 
worked up, nn elſe will 
be left. 

He has already n ar- 
rived at a Demonſtration, that 
not one of the Subjects that have 

been uſed for the Doves of Diaua, 
by the great Numbers of Ope: 
rators in Germany, France, &c. 
has been the right. But he does 

not queſtion, but by the help 
of this Furnace, in a very little 
time, to be able to 4 more 
about them. 

Now he having offer; d me, 
thas wh * Friend of mine, 


ha ve 


16 ÞA ſhort Enquiry mto' 
have any likely Matter to pro- 
m_ for this obſcure pair of 
irds, he would ſoon let me 
know the Succeſs, and it ſhould 
not coſt me a Farthing, For 
you muſt know, he is imploy'd 
by a Rich Man to find out Er- 
rors in Practice, in order to 
make a Catalogue of them, as 
other Philoſophers have done. 
But I fear it will not be com- 
pleat, for he Regiſters only the 
capital ones, the reſt he thinks 

he ſhall remember. 

Now lam at a great ſtand 
what Subject to propoſe to him, 
which has not been found al- 
ready to be falſe, and that bears 
their Characteriſticks. For they 
ng not be any Poiſonous Mat- 
but on the contrary, they 
mult 


E 
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muſt have Healing under their 
Wings, with which they contern- 
1 the Malignityof the Air. 
Ihey muſt not be any; com- 
mon thing, becauſe no Eye but 
a true Philoſopher's ever ſaw 
them. They muſt not be any 
foul thing, becauſe they are ſaid 
te have pure Silver wings, and 
Sbining⸗ bright Attire. 

And yet they; muſt not be 
Metals, themſelves, becauſe.the 
Author of Aſch. Mferarepb aſ- 
ſerts it, which is known ta be 
+ woful Truth to many. 

1 therefore freely own, I 
know not what Subject of Mat- 
ter, that is any ways promiſing, 8 
to recommend to the Tryal: In 
this one thing I would gladly be 
inform d, that I might not leſs 
0 


„ 
e it dogs or nothing, 


a very large” Glas he! are, 


through Dilappoinements, Ve. 
much dwindled, 

D. As for our parts, after all 
other Confiderations, we can ne- 
ver believe, but that the Sub- 


ject of this great Work muſt be 


in the Mineral Kingdom alone. 


cannot but conſent to the Opi- 


nion, that common Metals melt- 


ed 1 in the Fire cannot effect it. 
For the Philoſopher has told us, 
c That the Fire of Vulcan is the 


« Artificiak Death of the Me- 
« tals; and that as many as 
65 * have fed Futen, have in 


Tho on the other: hand, we 


5 2 here * 
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Therefore our firm O pinion 
is, that there is a certain Mat- 

ter to be choſen in this King- 

dom, © not yet perfected by Na- 
P ture, nor yet tatally imperfect, 
but in the way to PerfeCtion; 

This is ſuch a Matter as the Au- 
thor of the Hermetick Secrets re- 
commends, that has Life and 

FA wits in it, not extmct, as thoſe 

that are baulled of of the Ve 7 — 

For who can xpect Liſe 
Dead Thing "A Ff this 5 Lili 
Matter 1. be found, we 
make no doubt, but that (as 
we are told the Work would 
be the moſt Expeditious of any, 
as well as of greateſt . 
We hope therefore we wn 
have ſome Light given us of 
this one Matter, and its Prepara- 
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tion, reſolving” not to wi 


our Heads. about many, what: 
ever any: ſhall ſay to the con- 
trary. 


E. There i 18 4 Perſbn that 


has been in purſuit of theſe. 


things a long time, who Has 
now found a way. to produce 


Sol and Luna from Quickfilver; 
Copper, and other Ingredients: 


by a ſhort Digeſtiom; he only 
wants to know how to fix em, 
that is, ſo as to abide the Teſt; 
for otherways, they ſeem- fixed 
enough. Now he has offer d 


me, that if I can put him in a 


way to do this, he will tell 


me all the reſt of the Proceſs. 8 


Therefore if I could be in- 


ſtructed in this one thing, Iwill 


content my felf- with this Parti- 
cular. Inveſt. 


the Hermetick Art. 2 
_ Treſt; I thank you, Gentle- 
men, who have at preſent de- 
clared your Opinions, for the 
Return you have made, by let- 
ting me ſee likewiſe, in what 
manner you have been enter- 
tain'd in your Enquiry : Upon 
all which 1 have this to ſay, 
'Tis no new thing to find 
many Men of many Minds; 
nor does it fare worſe with you, 
than it did with Inquirers in Rip: 
les Time, who has Recorded of 
them, that * what for the more, 
© and what for the leſs, evermore 
© ſomething wanting there was. 


the 
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Therefore be of good Cheer; 
unite your Counſels, whet your 
Wits, and exert your ſeveral Ta- 
1 lents; and whoknows what may 


tis 
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1 much outdo them in Numbers. 
'K Join your Purſes and your Skill, 
* and what Difficulty can ſtand 


before you? What hard Say- 
ings ean obſtruct your Know- 
P77 
I will go on to cle ac- 


cording to the meanneſs of my 
Capacity. Strike the Flint 
upon the Steel, and make the 


Sparks fly about briskly; illu- 
minate the Darkneſs, which is 
ane degree of Perfection; ba- 
niſh the Clouds, which ob- 
nubilate your Underſtandings. 
Ceaſe not until you have made 

the Light of a Star as the Light 
of the Moon, the Light of the 
Moon as the Light of the Sun, 

| and the Light of that as the 

3 Light 
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Light of feven Days. Thus go 
on to multiply Light in a pro- 
per Subject, and the Stone is at 
Now this muſt firſt be done 
at home; that is, have you one 


Spark of Light in your Heads, 


add more, till there is not a 
dark Corner in them, even until 
they are, as it were, Diaphanous. 


neſs, by adding one whimſical 


Fancy to another; but to the 
real Knowledge of one thing, 
ther; or elſe ſtand ſtill, and reſt 
thing. Fo ly darkens Know- 

ledge, as Knqwledge inlightens 


andi dicipates Folly, af as Day 


does Night. Pride nat ay elf 


- 
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mn thy Folly; that is, do not 
boaſt of Knowledge, whilſt ig- 


norant:: Confeſs thy Ignorance, 
and be humble ; and remember 
the Fate of thoſe two antient 
Inquires in Sendiva. who were 
deſpiſed and laughed at-by Na- 
ture, for their Confidence. 
This Manifeſtation, or Mul. 


tiplication of Light, is much 


Celebrated by all Philoſophers; 
4 Theſe Words (ſays one of 

them) * are ſufficient for a Son | 
9 N Art, vix. Aud Darkneſs aua 
the face of the Decp. And 

e Spirit f the Lord. mau 


1 on the Waters; and Gol 

© ſard, Let there Fg Light, and 
3 e was Ligbt; the Light be 
© called Day, and the 1 0 | 
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A. That Author does indeed 


ſay ſo, but he means to the A- 
dept Sons of Art, not for ſuch 


Hiro as we. For we can bear 


Wen thoſe words are not 
ſufficient for us, whatever he 
or any Body elſe may fay. 
Inveſt. You had better invert 
your faying, and there will need 
no Controverhe about it. That 
is, that you are not ſufficient for 
thoſe things; which is truly the 
Caſe. Contend not with the 


Philoſophers, for tho your Num- 


bers are mucli the greater, yet 
their Harmony will be too ſtrong 


for your Diſagreements, which 


renders you weak. _ 
D. Ithink, by this Diſcourſe, 
thoſe of my Mind. may how | 
ſome Lag, for tho? we are not 
U ſufficient 
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 fufficient for every thing, for ] 
told you,wherein Nn a ſtand, 
yet we Underſtand ſeveral things 
well, and particularly this Chaos 
has been pretty plain to us for 
many Years. Concerning which, 
J have this to fay, I know how 
to bring a certain dark Matter, 
to the brightneſs of a Star, and 
which you will fay is a good 
Step. And as the Stars you 
read,were created on the Fourth 
Day, fo is this on the Fourth 
Operation, which J eſteem as a 
very great Secret, and which I 
never told to any one before. I 
wiſh 1 knew the Fifth Day's 
Work as well, wherein the Birds, 
or winged Fowls were made ; 
and this I take to be a good de- 
gree of Knowledge, tho not a 


competent one. Iaveſt. 


1 
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skillful in the firſt Four Days 


work, and remain ignorant of 


the other two. Therefore my 
advice 1s, review your Notion, 
and conſider whether there be 
any Weight in what I ſay.” For 


either you have not the true 


Chaos, or you have all things 
actually contained in it, as in 


the beginning; or elſe I have 
not a right Notion of a Chaos. 


Nor had I needed to have ad- 
ded this, if you had obſerved 
my Opinion, delivered. before 
and grounded upon Ripley, VIZ. 
© For as of one Maſs was made 
all things, (v:z. in the great 


World) “ right ſo, muſt it in our 


Practice be. That is, juſt fo 


mult_it be in our Work. Now 
at what time, this muſt be in 
. : their 


= 
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ſheweth, vix. In the begin- 
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phers write, or not. That 18, 
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their Work, as at the Crea- 
tion of the World, the firſt 


Words in Genefs. ſufficiently 


ning, &c. which is alſo confirm- 
ed by the Philoſopher J quoted 
in the former Part of this'Inqui- 
ry, viz. ſpeaking of the Hea- 
vens, with the Sun, Moon and 
Stars, and the Earth with the 


Minerals, Oc. it produceth. 


& But 1» the Beginning, all being 
«confounded. (Promiſcuouſſy 
mixed) together, madea Chaos. 
© Behold ! 1 have Religiouſly 
ce ſheſyed you the Truth." © 
Therefore your: ſelves. may 
judge, whether the Subject 5 


* Ls 1 14 is 
you propoſe to your ſelves, is 


51 OI); Ma LI n 
the Chaos whereof the Phileſor, 


3. It 
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If it actually contains their 
Heaven and Earth, and like- 
wiſe . their Sea, "and con- 
ſequently their Sun, Moon 
and Stars, their Minerals, 

Fiſhes, Be. it is their Chas : L 

if not, tis not theirs. Have 

a Care therefore of making a 
falſe Step 1 in this beginning ; if 
you do, every Step afterwards 
goes on to multiply Errors, 
but will never multiply Metals. 
However let my Opinion of 
theſe things merit no greater 
Authority with you than 1t de- 
ſerves, tho candidly given by 
me, always preferring Maſters 
themſelves. | 

B. I am ſure the Matter I Rh 
mentioned to you before, and 

the Praftice too, agrees with 

bt ns We OR theſe 
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have great Incouragement to- 
contains every thing in it ſelf, 


Stones; and where; I pray, will: 


in the whole World? 


has ſaid of their Chaos; and one 


© Elixir; even Sol and (Lama, 


ihe Hemer. 3 
theſe things, and I think we 


proceed, ſince it appears to me 1 
to be the true Matter, for it 


both Minerals, Metals,and eren 
Mercury, as well as Precious 


vou find ſuch another Subject 
ureſt. If what you ſay he 


true, it comes: pretty, near in- 
deed, that which a Philoſopher 


Ch 


that is not of the leaſt Authority 5 
with me. vx. Altho in it ſelf 

* it be wholly Volatile, all the 
Metals ir may be drawn out of 
dit without the tranſmuting 


« alſo Mercury: | Therefore if 
>>. 4 your - 
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your Matter contains all theſe 
things in it, nothing remains 
for you to do, but to W 
them out, and de Wien i. 277: 0” 

1 could really prove to 
you, if 1 might without dif- 
covering the matter, that the 
Subject we ſpeak of, not only: 
confains in it ſelf theſe tkings, 
but they are continually drawn- 
out of it, by Men skilled-wrt-it, 
in divers parts of the World. 
And as J am promiſed acquain- 
tance with ſome of theſe Ar- 
tiſts, I ſhall clolely preſs after 
it, when my time will corps 
me. 


Inveſl. You do well to be firſt 
at leaſure ; for as the Philoſo- 
pher has faid, « 'Thole that are 

in Publick Honours and Of- 

. 
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** fices;or be always buſied 1 F 
4 © Private and Neceſſary Oecu- 
© pations, let them-not Ha to' 
c attain to the top of this Phi- 
© lofophy. For that he ought 
to have little to do with the 
0 World, abſtaining from Com- 
* Pany, anden joy conſtant Tran- 
<« quility, that the Mind may be 
{© able to Reaſon more freely 
in Private, and be higher 
« lifted up, in order to pene- 
< trate the hidden Myſteries of 
n +5. ou 
The fame Philoſopher has. 
= another very true, tho“ 
Melancholly; Obſervation; dix. 
e Ihe Alchymiſts, 180 ha ve 
„given their Minds to their; 
« well nigh, innumerable Sub: 
a limations, Difiillations, Oc. 
EE - TR. 
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** more ſubtile than profitable, 


e and ſo have diſtracted them 


* by variety: of Errors, as ſo 
many Tormentors, that they 
never will be bent again, by 
their own Genius, to the 
plain Way of Nature and 
© Light of Truth, from whence 


their induſtrious Subtilty has 


% declined them, and by Twi- 
5 nings and Turnings, as bv 
* the Lybian Quickſands, hath 
« drowned their intangle Wits; 
The only hope of Sy re- 
5 maining, in finding 2. faith- 
ce ful Guide and Teacher, that 
„may make the ſhineing Sun 


| © conſpicuous to them, and 
© vindicate their Eyes from 


„ Darkneſs. 11 
If J could entertain you with 
any 
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any thing of my own, which is 
what you ſeem to expect, that 
was more Valuable. I thould not 


be wanting; but fince this good 
Man, and one of the great- 
eft Philoſophers, has ſaid fo 


much for your Inſtruction, ſuf- 
ter me to put you in mind of 
a few more of his curious Cau- 
tions ; and as they cannot be 


outdone, ſo they will not fail 


to have a good Effect where 
they are truly imbraced. - 

Let a Student of this Secret 
carefully avoid Reading or 
“keeping Company with falſe 
** Philoſophers ; for nothing is 
more dangerous to a Learner, 
in any Science, than the Com- 
pany of an Unskilful or De- 
* ceittul Wit, by which falſe 
Principles 
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„Principles are ſtamped for 


© true, whereby an honeſt or 
<« too credulous a Mind is ſea- 
© too credulous a Mind is ſea 


* ſoned with bad Doctrine: 


«Tet a Lover of Truth make 


*< uſe of few Authors, but of 
ce beſt Note and experienced 


Truth. Let him ſuſpect 


15 things which are quickly 


_ © underſtood, eſpecially in My- 
© ſtical Names and Secret Ope- 


** rations ; for Truth hes hid 
in Obſcurity. Nor do Phi- 


6 loſophers ever write more 


0 Deceitfully, then When Pla in- 


«ly; nor ever more Truly, 
then when Obſcurely. _ 
I know you think it loſt time 


to repeat theſe Shining Truths, 
with which J am greatly de- 
lighted, pleading you have read 


all 
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all theſe things already; 1 hear- 


tily wiſh you had not only read 
them, but made them » your | 


own by Practice and Experi- 


ence, which 1 too well :know 

moſt Men neglect | to dog and 

fare according. 
And as there is not time 


enough now to go through the 
Alphabet, it being very Dark, 
and near Midnight, let us ad- 


journ to Sun- riſing; for this 
Study requires a better Light 
than we now partake of. 

A. B. C. &c. Good, Mr. B 
1. ene, don't let us part with- 
out a Proceſs, for that is all in 
all with us; we think our time 
ill {pent, | if about any thing 
elſe; all other talk Confgunds 
rather than Inſtructs us. 

Inf 


Je N Hau TY ins | 
Brveſt. L am not of your 
Mind, for 1 take a free Rea: 
ſoning about the "Theory to be 
more profitable; for want of 
a Competent Knowledge of 
which, you can neither Form 
any True Proceſs, nor diſcern 
one that is alregdy Form'd. 
There is no Similitude be- 
tween thoſe you have menti- 
ond, or can mention of ſuch 
like Operations, and the Phi- 
loſophical. For as the true 
Matters of Philoſophers differ 
from every vulgar Matter, fo 
their Manner of Operating dif: 
fers from all fuch e er 
of Proceeding. 
Lou, I think, know: I do 
not ſpeak theſe things of my 
1 or or alone; but all of them 
er afhrm, 


% 
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affirm, that their Furnace, Fire 
and Veſſel, as well as their 
Water, Earth and Air, yea, 
every thing elſe that is theirs, 
are not only not 5 but 
were never ſeen by t _ nor 
ever will be. 

Theſe things being confi- 
der'd, of whey Profit would it 
be even to hear Proceſſes from 
the Mouths of Philoſophers 
themſelves, whilſt. we remain 
Ignorant of the things, where- 
of they diſcourſe, and take the 
Vulgar for them? 

However to gratifie your Ex: 
pectations and eager Defires, | 
ſhall communicate a Procels, 
which a very wiſe Man related 
to me; but at the ſame time, 
bs muſt own, and 1 doubt not 


but 


„ wh 1 en 
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but you will concur with::mez 
that tis as hard to reconcile, 
or be underſtood, as any. you 
have read in the Philoſophers 
Books. But to proceed, There 
is, ſaid be, à certain Minera! 
Earth or Body, which is indeed 
an Anonymous Subſtance pre- 
pared with great Skill, which 
being reduced into very fine 

Powder (for it is Frangible) 
the finer the better, tho' it 
will not be ſo bright as it was 


before twas reduced into Pow- 1 
der. Which being exactly cal- + 
cined in a proper. Veſſel, and tl 
by a gentle heat, like that of 

the Sun in Piſces (which will k 
take up ſome time, but that 1 
mult be diſpenſed with) it will FF x 
become ſuch a Calx, as will of t 
web | it | 
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it ſelf relent, tlio' in a doſe 
Room, in a glutinous and 
heavy. Water, ſuch is its im- 
mediate alliance with the Air; 
and the moſt proper ſeaſon for 
this, is in the Month of March, 
the Sun being then in " Arits. 
This Water being gently and 
* degrees diſtilled, will be 
very Splendid, yea every Di- 
ſtillation or Gohobation” "mote 
Splendid than other, till at 
length it will leave no „Impu. 
rity in the bottom, tho“ at firſt 
there ſeemed a great deal, but 
the whole will be turm into 
Purity, (which he faid Was a 
known Truth te all true Philo- 
ſophers) and he further ſaid, 
with moſt Solemn Proteſtations, | 

that the ſhorteſt and eaſieſt Way 
1 
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to make the white Sulphur. of 


Philoſophers, was by this Wa- 
ter alone in à proper Veſſel, 


and convenient heat only. Be- 
leve it, ſaid he, who will, and 


diſprove. It who can, tis what 
J not only know to be true but 
the greateſt Truth. 


He alſo ſaid, that this 1 was: 


what Sendivogins meant, when 


he ſaid, wiz. "« if thou art Ig- 
7 norant of this, and knoweſt 


«© not how to boyl Air, without 
Kall doubt thou ſhalt Err, ſee- 


« 5 ing this is the matter of the 
« Antient Philoſophers, The 


receptacle of the Vegetable 


Seed is the Earth, the recep- 
cc tacle of the Animal Seed is 
c the Womb of the Female, the 
8 receptacle of Water, IC ; 
| tne 
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ce the Mineral Seed, is the Air. 
e In this Element is included 
ce the Spirit of the moſt High — 
God hath adorn'd this Ele- 
ment with the vital Spirit. of 

« every Creature. — For as the 
00 Loadſtone draw to it ſelf [rot 
«© (after. the manner of the Ar- 
& tick Pole drawing Water to it 

« ſelf) fo the Air by a Vegeta- 
* ble Maguetick Power, , which. 
eis in the Seed, draws to it 
4 ſelf the Nouriſhment of the 
ee Menſtruum of the World. I 
do aſſure you, ſaid this Men 


if. thou canſt once make this 


Magnet, thou wilt find it to 
obvious, and ſo eaſy to be un- 
derſtood, in the Philoſophers 
Books, that thou wilt ſtand in 
need of but. little, if ang In- 
; ſtruction, 
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ſtruction, to accmmpliſn thy 


deſire. | 
Thus your Importunity has 


extorted from me the utmoſt, 
I have met with in my En- 


quiry, and I wiſh this Proceſs 
may be better underſtood, and 


more profitably i injoy d by you 


than at preſent, there 1s any 


appearance of And whether 


what is faid by Norten, may 
favour this Proceſs or not, I 


ſhall not Determine, but leave 
to your Confideration, 7 


hn the Book I: Turba ' Ariſteus 


"de epaſed,. 


How Air in Water was  ſevetly is 


incloſed; 


W hich bear up. Earth, with bis 


Aire might, 


* FS % SE a 


Pythagotas ſaid, that | was is ſpoke 


with night. Ariſtotle, 


At 
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Ariſtotle, craftily bis words ſet be, 


Saying, Tum habueris ab Aere. 
Plato wrote full Japiently, 


And named it, Stilla roris mad 


= 
N. 8 was kindly * for Al. 
chiney. 5 

| Again, 
And Air alle with his 8 
Makes things to be * eaſy L. 


zue faction 


And. clcar Brightneſs in C TI 


fair 


Is cauſed of Kind, evermore of 


1 
T own theſe Sayings are ve- 
ry Obſcure, and far from plain 
Diſcoveries, but let us here re- 
member what was ſaid above, 
viz, * Nor do they ever ſpeak 
more truly, than when Ob- 


9 ſcurely. . "1 
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46 A ſhort Trquiry into 
I always perſwade my ſelf, 
that where ever we find fo 
many great Philoſophers join 
together in the ſame Aſſerti- 


on, it is not for nought, but 


on the contrary, I conclude, 
there is ſome great Truth 


couch'd in few Words. Here's 


no leſs than Ariſteus, Pythage- 
ras, Ariſtotle, Plato and N orton, 
concurring in Theory and Pra- 
ctice, with the Proceſs J have 
related to you, and from whence 


tis not unreaſonable to con- 


clude, there is more Truth in 
it, than may be at firſt concei- 
ved. And who ſhall determine? 
Surely he that underſtands, not 
he that doesnot, their Dark Say- 
ings, Parables and Hnigma's; 
as Norton wittily and merrily 
has expreſt it, vx. Por 


1.3 
0 


hg. Ow > 


the Hermet etick Art. 7 5 


For it would be a wondrous thing, 


and quam, 

4 Man that never hod Sight 7 
Pan. - 
And you will, 1 vilievs: join 

with him in this true Saying, 

tho' you hardly can in another, 
and Nerd what you think at 


: preſent, viz. that there are divers 
ie o more x af ways of 


E Gold and Silver, than by 
Y Gan Medicine of the Wife- 
Men; and may think you have 
very good grounds for it too, 
which Iam not about to diſpute, C 
nor ſhall I determine whofe Au 
thority is beſt, lea viiig that. to 
the ſucceſs. 1 ſhall content my 
ſelf with the bare recital of firs 
Words, refervingimy own Opt - 
non to another Opportunity; 
his Words are theſe: + But 


— r 
— ya —_ —— — * * 
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But 70 make. Silver Or. Gold : 15 NO 

Ingine, i.e. device. 
Except only the Philoſophers Me: 

dicine. 

Theſe things I leave to your 
Cora that have declar- 
ed your Opinions, as well as 
with thoſe who are to be heard; 
not doubting, but as tis your 
Intereſt, ſo you will make it 
your Buſineſs, duly to conſider 
them againſt our next Meeting, 
as well as do every thing elle 
that will contribute to its bels 
more Profitable. than Puzzling- 
The way to do this, will be te 
furniſh your ſelves with Arte: 
ities, confirm them by Pra- 
Ctice, {peak N ature's T 
and your.own. Expenionesy' not 
other e ; 07 noir 

F. I. * 1 K. bao 


